Halacha Notes

Introduction to Halacha
- Definition of n>7n
e 7710 means path, nd7n is the path to life
- Shulchan Aruch
e Authored by R’ Yosef Karo, alias is nann
e Divided into four sections
o Dn"n X - way of life, daily law
o NYT NI - knowledge, kashrus
o VOWn |WIN - business law
O ITYN AN - marriage law
- Rav Moshe Isserles - xnn
e x9n - written detailing the n>7n (including njzwx minhag)
e nan - wrote notes in Shulchan Aruch where he states npux minhag
e Unified one sefer of Halacha
- Chofetz Chaim
e Wrote nnina mwn, late 1800s, commentary on n'*n IX
o |Ixn Www - sources footnotes
o NN mwn - commentary and basic halacha
o NN N1 - in depth explanation
o 2'un XA - cites other opinions
- Modern Poskim
e R’ Moshe Feinstein (1986)
R’ Shlomo Zalman Auerbach (1995)
R’ Newirth (n2%7n> naw nnv)
R’ Ovadia Yosef (2014)
R’ Shimon Eider (2007)
R’ Ribiat (39 Melachos)
R’ Forst
R’ Willig

Hashkafah of Shabbos
- 1 nwno - “don’t do nox7n on navw”
- What's the definition of nox7n? Look at the context. The parsha of building the pwn is
next to naw. - missing notes on this



Av - (39) - actual melacha/work done in mishkan
Tolda - subcategory - either different action or purpose
Melacha have two parts:

e NN - purpose

e 1n71yo - act
Example of nT7in of yur

e Watering
e Pruning
e Fertilizing

Note: There is little practical difference between the two - the major difference will be
when we bring korbanos iyh soon
Why do we need rabbinic prohibitions on shabbos?
e To protect the sanctity of shabbos, 7'Tn instituted many nin'ta (ordinances) and
n'niwv (restrictions)
Different types of 2211 ni0x:
e niawn - prohibit melacha like activities - example: writing with left hand
o according to torah it's allowed if it's not the normal way, but the
chachamim make it not allowed
e nxjIn - objects that are set apart - must be prepared before shabbos or have no
purpose on shabbos
e DDY7 Nk - non-Jew doing melacha for you
Understanding 2271 MI0KX:
e niawn - melacha like activity
e n¥y7n - moving objects not set aside for shabbos
o chachamim made it so by not moving an object, you won'’t use it
e DY7 n1'nK - You can not tell a non-Jew to do a melacha for you
o The reason for this pa1T 110X is that all is allowed people would be lax in
general toward melachos/shlichus
o Even if the non-Jew wasn’t asked, but she knows to perform the melacha
on her own, you can not say the room is dark so they turn on the light
Positive benefit for you is q10x
Removal of annoyance or preventing loss is permitted
Non-Jew acts totally on her own is permitted
Disabling illness (need prescription for migraine) and nixn needs (turning
on lights for Friday night meal) is only permissible if you are asking him to
perform a Rabbinic restriction (example - asking him to turn on Friday
night lights with a 1mw) is permitted
N2 21 oniox - prohibited melacha on shabbos written in navi
e honor shabbat
e preparing for a melacha after shabbos
e speech on shabbos should be different
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Focus of Shabbos
R’ Hirsch: Focus of Shabbos is namx in 'n
First 38 Melachos: Reminder of n'wna nwyn
Last 39 Melacha: Reminder of nxn nrxy!
nxxin/carrying — concept of n'v1o ndawn - Hashem carries us through history

Understanding Severity of naw 717'n
1) Violate an nwy - no punishment
2) Violate a nwyn X7 - lashes
3) Violate certain nwyn X7 (chametz on Pesach, eating on yom kippur) - n1>
What is n10?
a) Die before 60
b) Children die before you
c) Lose nan o771y
4) Violate other nny (murder with no witness) - nmw 1 'n'n
5) Violate nn'x1 (murder with witness) - 'T nxa '1a 'nn
6) Violate naw with witness - stoning
—  Why does naw get the worst punishment? Because it's a testimony of your nimx
to 'n, it's so important.

We don’t trust a non-dew with:
a) nu'nv - slaughter
b) o1 ono - wine
c) oy 71w - cooked food
Halacha: Someone who publically violates naw, we do not trust them with any of the above.

Torah Definition of nawnn nipxN
A) The Torah definition of nox'm is only if the labor is “professional work”
B) This includes: lasting, direct, efficient, planned, etc.

[227T NIOX VS. KN'MINT JION
Why does it matter if a nox'n is 2277 710X or XnIXT N10X? Because it effects nd7n in cases
(such as wo1 nIjo)

Guidelines from the Torah to be a Melacha
1) N> - normal way - in order to be forbidden from the Torah the action must be done in
the normal way - as opposed to abnormal cases:
A) T nx'D - dial phone with knuckles
B) "1'w - pick up phone with back of hand
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o Drag a bench on hard dirt floor
Was possible a hole would be made but not probable - 'xw 12T

2) |pmn - To be niox from the Torah the melacha must be constructive (positive)
e Even erasing is only a Torah prohibition if it is in order to write (n>% nm 7y 7nin)
e Ifitis destructive it is 777m which is 12127 710X
e Opening packages = destructive, so why is it sometimes allowed?

3) 79127 1x - done for purpose of itself
e Digging a hole for planting - wnin
e Digging hole for dirt - 79127 >¥ |'kw
- Rambam: xnmixT
- Rashba & Ran: panT
- Bottom line: 12T, but strictest of prohibitions

4) N - intention
e T'n -1 do an action knowing that it is n11ox and | decide to do it anyway (intent)
e v - two types
o AN naw - | don’'t know what | am doing is wrong (don’t know the n>7n)
OR
o naw nuw - | know it is 110x but | don’t know it's naw
m Lack of intent but not of awareness
e Examples of no piionn n:nan
o Tearing a paper towel from dispenser (not dotted) - "imn

5) Awareness
e |jPonn - unaware - turning on light by accident - no punishment
e Case: Drag bench on muddy ground
o Will definitely lead to win
e xwnM o9 - if you're “happy” with the results, it's n*7 xn1T KW 709 and it is 10X
NN'MINT
e Don’t care/lunhappy with results - n*7 xn1 X7T Xwm 709 — and it is 2277 110X

6) b"pnn - lasting action

e lasting - KNN*MIXT NI0K

e Opposite - o"pnn X
o Kbnot Ex. Tying a shoelace for a day - |2277 110X
o Knot - shoelace tied less than 24 hours — nn
o Sunglasses (transition — yaix coloring) - Ninn

e [fit doesn’t last, it’s D2 T N10K

e If it does last, it's Xn'™INT NIOX

e X - “last” until after naw
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7) n"wy - direct action
e Direct action - XN'™IXT IOX
e As opposed to nna, an indirect action which is pa171 7108 (chain/delayed
reaction)
Delayed indirect action - 1277 110X
Example - putting plastic cups filled with water around a fire to extinguish a fire

8) n71D - complete
e Complete (work)
o Example: The nox'7n of anid/writing is prohibited by the Torah only if you
write two letters
e y'w '¥n - even writing one letter is N1ox from the Torah (even though it’s
incomplete) - 107 nwnn nd7n

9) Efficient
e OX'M ¥n - /5 of the ndox' being done by one person and Yz being done by
another
e It is prohibited to carry/nxxin in a public domain, a n*aan niwn where there is no
any
e If two people carry a heavy couch in a public area, both violate nxxin from the
nm

e However, if two people were to carry a child (it is easier to carry with only one
person) - this is considered nox'7n 'xn and is 1277 JI0X
o If two people hold a match to light a fire/two people write while holding a
pen simultaneously

Four Groups of 39 Melachos
noT XUT0 - Order of Bread Making
D'122T XIT0 - Order of Garments
NN T XUT0 - Order of Leather
[T X170 - Order of Building

11 Melachos of noT xIT'0
vt - planting
vnIn — plowing
qXIp - harvesting
anyn - gathering
vT — threshing
NIT - winnowing
7111 - sorting
|n1v - grinding
Tin - sifting
w7 - kneading



11)

71wa/791x — baking

vAiln

Definition - preparing soil for the purpose of making it more suitable for planting
Source from the pwn
e 1IXa 'R 10 - lechem hapanim (daily activities)
e 'wn - dyes (construction of pwn)
Action - n'71vo - loosening the soil
Purpose - n"dn - preparing the soil for planting
nT721n - removing stones so that things will grow

Guidelines for wnin
Fact #1 - Has no set 11y'w - even making one hole in the ground to plant is 71ox
Fact #2 - Only a prohibition if it is possible for something to grow
e Desert sand - where plants cannot grow (so if one digs a hole and plants there) it
is IMn
e Question: 11'n nnin - How is planting in the desert not a violation of wain if they
planted in the desert leaving n"xn?
e Answer: By the pwn the fact that plants grew in the desert was a o1 - but
nowadays plants do not grow in the desert
Fact #3 - wnin is only violated if you loosen the soil
e |tis not iox if you compress soil (push down/compact)
o APP Examples which are ninn because it is compacting, not loosening
- Walking on dirt
- Sitting on a chair on dirt
- Pushing a stroller straight

Practical Applications
Dig in a sandbox
e Potential Issues
o wnIn - depends on sand
- A) moist/clumpy = 110X
- B)dry and loose = mn

- 1912 Nnn nxpm - “because of itself”
- Meaning it has no purpose (rocks, sticks, dirt)
- Sandbox is not n¥j7n - is designed for play
- Beach would be nxj7in - is not designated
- Not recommended for adults
Pushing a stroller
e Pushing a stroller straight - "imn - compressing
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e Turning a stroller
o [unn 1'RY 12T - something that is unintentional and also not necessarily
going to happen (as opposed to kw1 7'09) - it is Nnn
o n'7 nn1 X7T KW 7'09 - something intentional but is necessarily going to
happen (not happy with results - loosened soil) - 1277 110X
- Inthis case it is also a '1'w (abnormal way to plow)
- ltis also 7j7%7n (not a constructive act - no plan to plant)
- Therefore this case is Mimn
Walking in high heels
e Stepping down - compressing - NINn
e Picking foot up - loosening soil
O [IdNA II'RY NIT
o (N"7 N9I'X X7) N'7 NN K7T XY 7'09
- mv
- 9
- Therefore this case is Mimn
Sweeping the floor
e Concept - ninia niwn - leveling the ground (covering holes)
e Mishnah Berurah writes that people used to have dirt floors in their home
o While sweeping up dirt people used to “level the floor” so that people
walking on the floor would not trip, which is 12127 710X since leveling the
ground is considered wnin as it prepares the ground for planting
e X’nn writes that even if it is a stone floor (or covered with carpet or wood) that the
P21 Yiox of sweeping still applies
o Why? Since there is a concern one will sweep on non-covered floors (dirt)
one cannot sweep on covered floors (11T n'Ta)
- Nowadays 271w 01y writes it is inn to sweep on a tile floor
e Question: Based on the Rabbinic Prohibition of the Rama of sweeping floors (due
to the concern of ninia niwn) is it permissible to sweep one’s deck or patio on
Sukkos to clean the floor?
e Other issues
O  TMINia nivn
o nio - destroying bristles of the broom would break - nowadays - our
brooms don’t break often (j1>nn 1n'xw 1a7)
o unT XTaWY - R” Moshe Feinstein says it is not just a weekday activity so it
is NN

Games on Shabbos
e Even a concern of ninia niwn - on games that require a perfectly flat surface
o The X"n holds that playing marbles on the floor is prohibited
- 2"n - even a stone floor would be prohibited to play on due to the
decree (lest it come to flattening the ground)



- 2"n - even X"n1 would agree you can play on mat or cloth on the
floor (n1'1a%7 N1'Ta - no decrees on a decree) also a tabletop would
be mutar

- Nowadays since majority of floors are tile - one can play in your
house (but not on stone floor outside)

o One should not play with jacks or a soccer ball on a dirt floor

it

— Definition: “Planting” or “Sowing”

— n7yo - Putting a seed in the ground
— 7NN - Promoting plant growth

— ' - There is no minimum amount

Facts of yaur

— Fact #1 - It must be possible for something to grow there
— Fact #2 - Even without putting seeds in the ground there are other actions that are J10x

Example - Watering is a nT171im of vnur, pruning, removing rocks or weeds to
enhance plant growth
o Example - Wash hands over plants n"7 nn1T xwn 7'09
- This would be n10x from the Torah

— Fact #3 - Any liquid that promotes growth would be a problem of vt which is o'1an 19

Example - spitting on grass would be 110x

— Fact #4 - Hydroponics is q10x

Putting plants into water on naw
X"n" says it is 110X to put a detached branch with an unopened bud/flower for the
first time on Shabbos
Question: But vt is promoting plant growth - by putting a plant (severed)
detached from its roots into water it won’t grow - rather it will just not die
n1N2 mwn - explains why:

o DWOT Npwnd Nk - it appears like it is growing when flower opens up

o nn1 - filling up vase
' npoa - If | have a vase filled with water (no nn1'v) is it a problem to put
flowers into the water

Practical Applications

— Urinating on Grass

No 1ok of vyt because it is too acidic to promote plant growth

Nevertheless it might be a problem of wnin since is it is a fertilizer that improves
the soil

Bottom line: One should not urinate on ground unless it is a great need (711a 1x)
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— Pouring Wine on Grass
e Strong wine/schnapps - Ninn - there is no wain
o n7'nnd% one should be "nn
e Light Wine - 110x
e X’nn - One cannot make a meal outside

Sukkah Tarp
e Issues are 7nIx and vyt
e If you put the tarp on an angle (before raining) then no rain accumulates on it it is
A1mn to remove and roll up
e |f water does accumulate what should you do?
o Where is the Sukkah located?
Deck/Pavement - it is "\imn to remove the tarp because
o nI¥XA NIX7 + (07 N9I'R X7) N7 KN K7T RWM 7'09 + XN iS
aInn
Grass - it may be ninn to remove the tarp depending on the
following
o How wet is the ground?
Supersaturated - "inn - Even though you are adding water it is not
helping growth (pooling water - example hard downpour for 2
hours or overnight)
Not supersaturated
o Ask a non-Jew to remove the tarp
o Put another tarp down on the grass which creates a virtual
deck
X7 + (N7 N9 X7) N7 KN X7T XYM 7'09 + XN
niXn is nn
Outdoor Furniture
e Similar to the above halachos of sukkah or not... (it is not for a mitzvah)
e Is Oneg Shabbos enough of a mitzvah (compared to a mitzvah like sitting in the
sukkah)that would allow us to shake off water on a swing?

Eating Fruit & Seed Fell On Ground
e |Issues:
o nxpm - if there is no use for the seed it it nxp7in
If a human/animal would eat it, then it is not nxjn
If a human/animal wouldn'’t eat it, it is nxjmn
o NN¥IN
o P - Is not an issue (cutting something
e Issues Explained
o Apple seed - pick it up



o Peach pit - should 1 pick it up and violate n¥jzin which is )17 to avoid the
NN'MIRT VIOXR of yur?

A: w”wn - you pick it up naw nnfaw to prevent from xn KT

A:1i'n nnan - don’t pick it up (because dropping is the I0X)

Practically - you can usually kick it to cement (but if an open field - nji'7nn
if one should pick it up) - bottom line is better to leave on floor

o

O

Sprinklers - Automatic/Manual

e Manual - opening valve would be considered vt (not considered a nnJa)
e Automatic - different opinions

o n"ax - Itis 110 to set a sprinkler to go on on Shabbos/Yom Tov -

naw At (panT)

o T1"wn - Shemiras Shabbos K’hilchosa (Auerbach) - holds it is Wimn
e So what are they arguing about? The location

o R’ Auerbach (E”Y) constant need for watering (no disgrace)

o R’ Moshe (USA) no constant need for watering (it is 71777)

Throwing Seeds to Wild Chickens to Eat
e vt - the seed needs to take root and grow
e nnv - feeding animals that don’t belong to you
o Tashlich - one should not throw bread into water to feed fish on Rosh
Hashanah
e DBottom Line - don'tdo it

Putting Cut Flowers into Water

e Issue or not? It shouldn’t be since vt is only a problem if you are promoting
growth - and in this case the flowers are cut

e Nevertheless there is a Rabbinic prohibition that prohibits placing flowers into
water because

o Placing flowers in water causes them to open - and this is a problem
because it resembles planting

e There is a debate amongst the Poskim if one can place fully opened flowers into

a pre-filled vase because it is hard to tell when they are fully opened

Daled Minim
e Fact: Hadassim and Aravos dry out quickly without water
e They have no flowers - as long as you place them into water before Yom Tov
then you would be allowed to put them back into water on Yom Tov
e In the event that you would forget to place them into water before Yom Tov - one
may rely on Poskim who permit placing opened flowers into a pre-filled vase
(filled before Yom Tov)
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e Wrapping in towels - a real towel has the problem of |2'n - wetting a cloth on
Yom Tov cleans it

e Instead you may wet a paper towel (no problem of laundering since they are not
laundered) and place the n'am 7771 into them

Sunlight

e Q1: Can you open curtains next to a plant?

e (Q2: Can you walk - while you walk you remove a shadow - thereby promoting
plant growth?

e Af1: Certainly if it is not your intention to promote growth you can open the shades
- ¥ 10 - why is it ok? It is a nn1a of a xw™ 7'09 but it is >N 1'x

e A2: Chazal would never create a rabbinical decree to force you to be in your
home all shabbos (it would be a nn2a)

Understanding Planting - Background Information
There are two different types of melachos
e The action itself is N10x right away
o 1ayn - lighting a fire
e The process is the n10x (time delay)
o ‘1w - only violate when totally baked/cooked
The Melacha of vyt is similar to which of the above? It is a nizi7nn
e Do you violate vyt when you drop a seed on the ground OR when it takes root
three days later?
J12'n nNan - once you plant in a place it can grow it is 10X
w’vn - the act and the n1ay are not simultaneously - you only violate the n10x
three days later when the seed takes root
e n™ - you planted something and removed it before 3 days
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