Sefer Shemos
N jno

Why is 'n repeating the names of the n'vaw?
o To show his love for us
o If the theme of Shemos is exodus, it has to start at the beginning of the story with
the n'vaw going down to Egypt
Yosef and his sons were included in the 70 who went down. So why does he get a
special mention here? To stress how much of a 7'1¥ he was, who went from a shepherd
of ajpy* to head of Egypt
Why did the nnin use 6 different languages for the Jewish people increasing? Because
the Jewish mothers had 6 children at once
“A new king”
o there was a new king
o same king, but he forgot on purpose
17 ' - Yosef had dreams that he was destined for greatness, yet the brothers tried to
nullify God’s will to try and make sure he doesn’t become great. In the end, as much as
the brothers tried, Yosef became even greater. ny1o didn’t know Yosef, meaning he
didn’t learn the lesson from Yosef and his brothers. ny1o tried killing and enslaving them
so they wouldn’t be great but Hashem wanted them to, so of course they did.
Why did ny1o do all these games and enslavement? Why didn’t he kill all the Jews
immediately?
o The previous ny19 loved the Jews! It would be a noxn if he would now decree for
them to all be killed
o If nyno told the Egyptians to kill all the Jews, why would they listen? There were
far more Jews than Egyptians and they would be easily defeated
o Therefore, nv1o had to plan it all with nnon and propaganda
The more the Jews were oppressed the more they increased
The Egyptians were disgusted at their own life because of the Jews, they were like
thorns in their eyes
ny1o tricked the Jews with a soft mouth, he did it sneakily/slyly
Shifra was really Yocheved - beautified the baby
Puah was really Miriam - coddled the baby
Why did nyno tell them to only kill the boys? Because his astrologers told him the savior
of the Jews would be a boy
R’ Mizrachi asks, why didn’t Rashi just say he killed all the boys to stop the population,
instead of bringing a wnn? Because if that was the case he would’ve killed all the
women, since they are the ones who reproduce
The last 3 words in the pasuk seem extra. If they didn’t listen to nyo, that means they
didn’t kill the boys. So why does the 109 say they didn't listen to ny19 and they also
didn't kill the boys? Rashi answers that not only did they not listen to ny19, they went
above their duty and started caring and feeding the baby and helping the mother. The
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n"nn 1y asks, it sounds like only now they started feeding the babies, but shouldn't they
always have been doing that? One answer is that before they didn’t even think about it,
they assumed the mothers would feed the baby. Another answer is that rumors started,
the mothers were afraid that they had become the new “murderers.” So they started
feeding the babies so just in case a baby died, they could say back “why would we kill it?
we just helped you feed it last night!” Before, there was no reason for that. But now they
needed to remove the suspicion that they were killers. Another answer is that after a king
makes a decree, it’s fresh in their minds and everyone is afraid to violate the rule. But
after time passes, it slowly goes away. Miriam and Yocheved immediately started
violating the rule, in ny19’s “face.” They were adamant to follow ny9’s rule and started
feeding the babies.

How were the mothers like “animals?” A) The mothers were “experts,” they were
practically midwives themselves from all the children they’ve had. B) The mothers were
like “animals,” they didn’t need a midwife!

Hashem gave them “n'ma” as a reward. They weren’t really houses, there real reward
was all n1n> and o'n'n would come from Miriam. So why are they called houses?
Because Shlomo built the Beis Hamikdash, and the Kohanim and Leviim worked there.
Also, the house of the king was called n7nn na

Why did Pharaoh kill all the babies, including Egyptians? Because on the day Moshe
was born, the astrologers saw Moshe being born, but they didn’t know if it was Jewish or
Egyptian. But they did see that Moshe died because of something related to water (qva
ox"n). So Pharaoh said kill all the boys in the Nile river.

a o

What’s going on here with Avram and Yocheved marrying? Amram separated from
Yocheved because of ny19’s decree. But he went back and retook/rejoined with her.
Why? Because Miriam explained to them, ny1o was only killing the boys. But by them
divorcing, they can’t have boys or girls! It was even worse than ny19’s decree. And even
though Yocheved was 130 years old, she was still a “na”, she could still conceive a child.
The nnn asks, why doesn’t the Torah ever mention their names? Why does it say na?
He answers, Hashem was planning on bringing in Moshe to the world. It didn’t matter if
Amram and Yocheved were together or not, Moshe was going to be born either way.

NIN 210 D - How did she see he was “good” (and hid him)?

o v The house was filled with light when Moshe was born

o omnd '090: How does Rashi understand that? Because it says Ix here, and ix
210 in n'wN3, so we infer that here too it means light.
n"nn 1y: Moshe was born with a circumcision.
|’an: If Moshe wasn’t “good” she wouldn’t have hid him? All mothers love their
babies and would hide them! Yocheved saw there was something unique about
this child and she had to think about how to hide the baby so it would survive.
She saw that when it came to this child, there would be miracles performed for
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him. She knew that the baby would survive the Nile River in a basket, something
treacherous to any other baby, because he was “good.”

o ' "72: Yocheved had to hide Moshe 24/7 because of the light coming out of him.
All other babies would only need to be hidden when the n*xa¥xn came around
looking for babies. The nxn were looking for the n'7ixa (redeemer), another
name for light.

Why could she not hide Moshe any longer than 3 months? Because the n"xn would
track when the Jews got married and 9 months later would come check the house. But
Moshe was born after 6 months, so she hid him for 3 months, but then she had to
remove him from the house (into the nile river)

Tar on the outside and cement on the inside - Why? Moshe was such a holy baby, he
shouldn’t have to smell the tar which smells bad.

“aNn T 9 nd7In” - Why does the j709 mention that these ninina were walking by the
river? Just say that Batya was bathing in the river and saw the baby. When it says ni>7in
it's a symbolism to nnm, death. Proof from nin% 371n '51x nin. So the 109 is hinting to us
that the nnina were planning on killing the baby.

“NnnN” - It doesn’t mean Batya sent someone to get the baby, there was a miracle and
her arm stretched out and she took the baby. n'n> '090 adds, the more normal terms
for a maidservant are ny1 or nnosw, so Hashem purposely used a word that is
connected to “amah, arm.” So why didn’t it just say 1?7 Because then you wouldn’t have
known that her arm stretched.

“p1 minI” - Moshe sounded like a W

o "N - To stress that Moshe sounded like a 3, a young man, when he cried.

o n"an - That’s like saying Moshe is a freak baby, a nm 73, it's not normal for a
baby to sound like that. And even if wn is right, why does the 7109 need to tell us
this?

o |"ann - He looked like a w1, he was really good looking and that explains why
Batya took him, she had pity because he looked so good

‘nmayn n” - Batya started to nurse Moshe from Egyptian women but Moshe refused. So
Miriam went over to Batya and told her she would find a Jewish mother for the baby to
eat.

“inn'wn” - Batya called the baby nwn because she drew/removed him from the river

o Why was he called Moshe? Because he removed people from bad things.

“nun 7T’ - Why does it say these two words in * 7109 and then again in 'x' 7109? The
first time it says 7T it’s talking about psychical growth, and the second is he grew in
importance in the house of ny1o

o |"an - The second 71a" is teaching us nwn grew in maturity. Only a mature
person would stand up to two people fighting.

“9ay w'x ndn” - Who was this man? The husband of maT na n'mi?w. The nx¥n sent the
husband out of the house and had relations with his wife. When the husband came
home he figured out what happened. When the husband saw the nx¥n out in the streets,
he went and confronted him upon which the mx¥n started whipping him.



o 0mdn Mov - How does "'wn know who this man is? v in Wik tells us na nmiw
"7 was mentioned to stress that she was the only Jew in those time who ever
had relations with someone she shouldn’t have had. So how does "'waknow it's
nmi7w? Because if it was someone else, then there would've been two women
who had relations, but there was only one, so it must be the same woman.

“0ay n'wax 2w’ Who were these two quarrelling Jews? paraxi [nT.

When nwn tried breaking up the fight, they said “Who made you the prince/judge? Are
you going to kill us like you killed that n¥n? Moshe said the name of Hashem and he
dropped dead.

o n'mdn Mow - How does Rashi know from the 109 that nwn killed him with the
name of Hashem? Because the 7109 says n1'nn/speech instead of wjpan, the
normal word for killing. But how do they know nwn killed the xn the day before?
Because they knew he hit him, but it wasn’t a hit hard enough to kill, so he
must’'ve been some sort of spiritual person with special powers.

What was nwn scared of? That they would tell ny1o and nwn would be killed. Another
answer is nun was worried that they didn’t even deserve to be taken out.
3j7' 71 - The reason why we ended up in Egypt was because the sin of our mouths (w4
yn) — Why does the nin tell us this episode? To stress that paaaxi |InT were the only
people who ever spoke van |u%7 in Egypt. Furthermore, the reason why we were saved
from n'¥n was because we didn’t speak van |w4.
Moshe was brought to the executioner to be killed, but there was a 01 and the sword
wasn’t able to penetrate his neck.
Why did Moshe have to settle by a well? Why didn’t he go to a hotel? Because he knew
his ancestors met their wives at a well, and Moshe also wanted to get married.
Who was this priest that had 7 daughters who came to the well? He used to be the head
priest, but one day he separated himself from them and he was excommunicated.
Yisro asked his daughters why didn’t you invite that kind man home for him to eat bread?
He was hinting that maybe he would marry one of them. Just like in n'wn2 by the story of
19'019 NWX where 027 meant woman, so too over here ndY7 is referring to marriage
What does 7x'1 mean?

o nwn waited in |"Tn to marry her

o nwn took an 7Ix, an oath, that he would stay with nn:
nx¥n )'m nn'l - Now that the king died, why did they cry out? Shouldn’t they have been
happy and rejoicing?

o wn - It does not mean the king died, it means he got nyax and part of his
“healing” process was to bathe in the blood of babies, and that's why the Jews
were crying, things got even worse than before.

o nmnd '090 - Then why did the 7109 say “nn” instead of “ny1x"? Because
someone with ny1y is considered to be dead.

e So why was 7y na crying from the “hard work”? According to 'wn, the
work didn’t change, just now more babies were being killed.

e TIT"2T- They are crying because more babies were being killed. But
when the Egyptians were confused as to why only now they started
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crying, the Jews lied and said because of the hard work. If they had said
the truth that they were crying because of the killed babies, it would've
been offensive to the king.
11190 - Their “onyviw”went up to ‘n. What does this mean? Don’t think there was suddenly
some big naiwn moment and everyone was davening to Hashem. Because of their pain
they were crying out. And Hashem looked and he saw their oppression, not that they
were praying to 'n, and he heard their cries of pain and that’'s why 'n took us out of
Egypt.
'n yT'1 - Hashem was hiding his eyes for these hundreds of years and now he decided
was the time to reveal himself and he took 78w 12 out of nxn.





