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1. Characteristics of Colonial America: New England, Middle, Southern 

● New England Colonies 

○ Connecticut  (Thomas Hooker- Creates this colony- Fundamental orders of Connecticut- 

Government) , Rhode Island (more open to toleration- Roger Williams created this colony 

because he thinks there should be a not so strict colony),  Maine, Massachusetts  (John 

Winthrop)  and New Hampshire 

○ They all protested the English Church 

○ Great Migration: Massive influx of settlers into New England (From Great Britain) 

○ Education- the Bible. Large families, opposed any and all opposition 

○ Created self-sufficient farms 

○ Economy was based on the waterways- fishing and shipbuilding, trading 

○ Pilgrims- Landed in Plymouth Rock- Mayflower Compact’- Earliest forms of men 

consulting each other to make laws 

○ Salem Witch Trials- Theory- Rejected individuals who are doing things differently 

● Middle Colonies 

○ NY (Dutch- New Amsterdam), NJ, Pennsylvania, Delaware 

○ Proprietary colonies (owned by elite) 

○ Diverse-different ethnic groups 

○ William Penn and the Quakers- accepting of all 

○ Wheat, barley and rye cash crops 

○ Mixture of farming, commerce, merchants, traders and craftspeople 

● Southern Colonies 

○ Virginia, Maryland, N/S Carolina and Georgia 

○ House of Burgesses- Representative legislative body in Virginia 

○ Known as the Chesapeake area (Southern Region) 

○ Maryland Act of Toleration (Catholic) 

○ Tobacco, rice, indigo and eventually cotton 

○ Rich farming soil-plantation farming (cotton gin) 

○ Indentured Servants 

○ Slavery 

○ Georgia- James Oglethorpe created this colony as a haven for debtors 
2. What accounted for more diversity in the Middle Colonies? 

a. Religious freedom 

b. Different ethnic groups 

c. Trading- cultural diffusion  

d. The Middle Colonies were more accepting in general 

3. How was the idea of representative government present in the colonies? 

a. House of Burgesses-Virginia- representative legislative body in Virginia 

b. Mayflower compact-see #1 

4. What was Roger Williams View of religious toleration? 

a. He was all for religious toleration and wanted separation between Church and State 

5. Why was education so important to Puritans? 

a. Puritans believed in being able to read in order to be able to read and study the Bible 

6. Mercantilism/Navigation Act 

● Mercantilism- the colony exists for the benefit of the mother country 
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○ The goal of the Mother Country (Great Britain) is to create a favorable balance of trade, 

meaning that they would export more than the import 

○ Great Britain was purchasing raw materials from the colonies and turning them into 

finished products and selling them to make a profit 

● Navigation Act- Great Britain restricts the colonies from trading and profiting from other 

countries: 

■ Goods must be shipped on England’s ships 

■ Certain products could only  be traded with England 

● tobacco 

● rice 

● fur 

■ Trade centered in England, giving profits to England 

7. What was the main idea of mercantilism? 

The colony exists for the benefit of the mother country  

8. Why did the colonists oppose the Navigation Acts? 

Because the acts restricted the colonies from trading with and profiting from other countries 

9. The Columbian Exchange: 

● Pro/con/significance, various viewpoints 

9. What were the various viewpoints of Columbus? Examples? 

a. Bad outlook on him 

i. He brought devastation to the Native Americans 

ii. Because of him an estimated 50%-90% of the Native American population killed 

b. Good outlook on him 

i. All the benefits to European society 

1. New crops and ideas and money 

ii. Connected parts of the world that had never had contact with each other 

iii. Led to the formation of the U.S. which paved the way for Democracy and Western 

Culture 

10. African slavery/Indentured Servitude 

● Slavery existed in all colonies during colonial period 

○ See number 11 

● Purpose of Indentured Servants 

○ See number 12 

11. What role did slavery play in all of the colonies? 

a. Slavery played the biggest role in the Southern Colonies where the economy depended on 

plantation slaves 

12. Why was the purpose of Indentured Servants? 

a. To work the land for a set time in exchange for shelter, food, and healthcare 

13. French and Indian War/Albany Plan of Union 

● Causes and Effects 

○ See numbers 15-16 

● Purpose of the Albany Plan 

○ See number 17 

14. What was the significance of the “join or die” cartoon? 
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a. Created by Ben Franklin to try to get the Colonies to unite so that they would be more powerful 

and capable of defense  

15. What caused the French and Indian War? 

a. Conflict between the British and the French over control of North America 

16. What were the results of the French and Indian war? 

a. Britain gained more control over the New World 

b. Many Native Americans killed  

c. Proclamation line of 1763 

17. What was the purpose of the Albany Plan of Union? 

a. Proposed by Benjamin Franklin for a unified government for the 13 Colonies 

18. Great Awakening/Enlightenment… significance? 

a. The Enlightenment: a movement to use human reasoning and education. The belief that science 

can improve society. 

b. The Great Awakening: a religious revival that swept through the colonies. A movement that 

promoted more religious freedom 

19. What were the differing views of Patriots and loyalists? 

a. Loyalists: Preached that the colonists should be loyal to Great Britain 

b. Patriots: Preached that the colonies should unite together 

20. Identify: Great Migration 

a. The migration of English people from England to the New World between the years of 1630 and 

1640 because King James opposed the growing Puritan population of England. 

21. Identify: Acts and Taxes imposed on the colonies by Britain 

● Methods of protest 

○ See number 24 

22. What is the Quartering Act? 

a. Established that Redcoat soldiers must get free room and board in the colonies to be provided by 

the colonists 

23. What is the Townshend Acts? 

a. Taxed more everyday products that colonists depended on such as lead, paper, and tea.  

b. Purpose was to provide revenue for English troops and leaders in the colonies 

24. How did colonists show opposition to the Acts and Taxes? 

a. Boycotts 

b. Boston Tea Party 

c. Letters 

25. Declaration of Independence 

● Parts 

○ Theory of Government 

○ List of grievances against the king- such as taxation without representation, his refusal to 

do things in the common good of the people, and his allowing of soldiers live in citizen's 

home without consent 

○ Formal resolution declaring independence from Great Britain 

● Purpose 

○ Announcement of a new independent nation- USA 

○ Explain the reasons for becoming an independent United States of America  

● Key ideas 
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○ People have natural right of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness 

○ Government receives power from the people- “consent of the governed” 

○ Contract-government agrees to protect peoples’ natural rights 

○ When government fails to protect, the people can “alter or abolish” it 
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