
 

Intro: 
Hamlet Powerpoint 

 

Backstory 

1. Hamlet's father, Hamlet I, died. Hamlet’s mother, Gertrude, then marries Hamlet’s uncle (יבום
). When Hamlet finds out about this, he is furious, because he has high regard for his father 

2. There was another prince whose father was killed by Hamlet’s father and he plans on coming 

to Denmark to avenge his father; however, at the moment Hamlet’s uncle – not the man who 

killed this other prince’s father – is on the throne 

Setting and Atmosphere 

1. Castle in Denmark 

Character and Characterization 

1.  

 

Act 1 Scene 1 

1. Character and Characterization 

a. Hamlet 

b. Barnardo 

c. Francisco 

d. Marcellus 

e. Horatio 

i. Skeptical of super-natural 

2. Setting and Atmosphere 

a. Midnight 

b. Winter 

c. Soldiers guarding castle 

d.  

e.  

3. Plot 
a. Changing of the guards 

b. Creepy dark figure appears  

c. Lots of commotion; guards shouting at each other to speak to it  

d. Horatio the sceptic sees the “ghost” that Hamlet saw the night before  

e. Claims that the ghost is an omen for bad times coming 

f. Fortinbras wants to take back the land that was conquered from him and now he’s 

here to get his land back 

g. Ghost is haunting because he caused the wars 

h. Bad omens - same ones happened right before Shakespeare died 

i. Blood mixed in with dew 

ii. Dark nights, something about neptune’s eclipse that relates to the emperor 

iii. Threatening sings (???) on the sun 

i. Ghost of the king just vanishes when the rooster crows because the rooster’s crow is 

what awakens the god of the day 
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i. Christmas night the rooster crows all night because of the “holiness” of the 

night 

j. They go to tell Hamlet about the ghost 

k.  

4. Quotes 

a. “Doth make the night joint laborer with the day?” 

i. They’re working 24/7 to prepare arms 

b. “The morn, in russet mantle clad” 

i. Morning is breaking beyond that hill in the East 

5. Summary 

a. Ominous atmosphere 

b. A lot of omens 

c. A lot of tension 

d. War brewing 

 

Act 1 Scene 2 

1. Character and Characterization 

a. Claudius 

i. Elder Hamlet’s brother 

ii. A leader who will say anything to get power 

iii. Manipulator 

iv. Acts like he wants his relationship with Hamlet to be like father and son  

b. Gertrude 

i. Claudius’s wife, formerly Elder Hamlet’s wife 

ii. “Sometimes sister, now our queen” claudius says about her, was hamlet’s wife 

and will now be claudius’s 

c. Laertes 

i. Same age as Hamlet 

ii. Been “studying” in France 

1.  Promiscuity and gambling 

d.  

e.  

2. Setting and Atmosphere 

a. Courtroom- big contrast with Scene 1- bright, airy, and celebratory now, as opposed 

to the previous scene which was cold, dark, and mysterious 

3. Literary Techniques 

a. Soliloquy  

i. “Oh, that this too, too sullied flesh would melt...” (Hamlet) 

1. Hamlet is expressing his wish to die because he misses his father who 

he thinks of as being a noble human being 

ii. “But break, my heart, for I must hold my tongue.” (Hamlet) 

1. Because of treason 

iii. Figurative Language 
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1. Metaphor 

a. “Tis an unweeded garden that grows to seed” (Hamlet) 

i. Referring to his own life – it’s like a garden that no 

one’s taking care of, and that’s growing wild 

b. “So excellent a king, that was to this Hyperion to a satyr” 

(Hamlet) 

i. Comparing his father to his uncle 

1. Father is a god, uncle is a beast 

b. Paradox 

i. Claudius’ speech 

1. “Defeated joy” 

2. “With an auspicious and a dropping eye” 

3. “Delight and dole” 

4. “Mirth in funeral and dirge in marriage” 

c. Puns 

i. Hamlet's mother says it’s “common” for people to die, Hamlet responds that it 

is in fact “common,” meaning vulgar (as he finds his mother to be) 

d. Rhyming Couplet 

i. “Till then sit still, my soul. Foul deeds will rise, Though all the earth o’erwhelm 

them, to men’s eyes.” 

1. Used to indicate that the actors of the next scene should go on stage 

4. Quotes 

a.  

 

Act 1 Scene 3 

1. Character and Characterization 

a. Laertes 

i. Tries to convince Ophelia that her relationship with Hamlet will not last 

because he’s a slave to his family’s and country’s obligations 

b. Ophelia 

i. Hamlet's girlfriend and Laertes’s sister 

c. Polonius 

i. Laertes’ father 

ii. Very officious 

2. Setting and Atmosphere 

a.  

3. Literary Techniques 

a. Laertes 

i. Figurative Language 

1. “The canker galls the infants of the spring too oft before their buttons 

be disclosed. And in the morn and liquid dew of youth, contagious 

blastments are most imminent.” 
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a. Laertes is telling Ophelia to be wary of her relationship with 

Hamlet. This statement means, that “infants of the spring” 

(flower blooms) are often ruined by fungus before they 

blossom, and “in the morn and liquid dew of youth” (the 

youngest blooms) are most susceptible to this. 

b. Ophelia 

i. Figurative 

1. “Do not, as some ungracious pastors do, show me the steep and 

thorny way to heaven whiles, like a puffed and reckless libertine, 

himself the primrose path of dalliance treads and recks not his own 

rede.” 

a. Ophelia tells Laertes not to be hypocritical, like a priest who 

fails to practice what he preaches, because he is lewd as well. 

c. Polonius’ speech to his son 

i. Giving him advice 

ii. Ironic because Polonius is viewed as a fool by Hamlet 

4. Quotes 

a.  

 

Act 1 Scene 4 

1. Character and Characterization 

a. Ghost 

i. Tells Hamlet how Claudius poisoned him 

2. Setting and Atmosphere 

a.  

3. Literary Techniques 

a.  

4. Quotes 

a.  

 

Act 1 Scene 5 

1. Character and Characterization 

a. Ghost 

i. Tells Hamlet how Claudius poisoned him (not a snake bite); says he shouldn’t 

blame his mother, only claudius 

1. Avenge me 

2. Don’t blame your mother 

3. Remember Me 

b. Hamlet 

i. Accepts all that the Ghost tells him to do 

2. Setting and Atmosphere 

a.  

3. Literary Techniques 
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a.  

4. Quotes 

a. “Cut off even in the blossoms of my sin” (Elder Hamlet) 

i. His brother (Claudius) prevented him from being able to confess before his 

death. Therefore, he is consigned to Purgatory. 

 

Act 2 Scene 1 

1. Character and Characterization 

a. Polonius 

i. We get to see who he really is 

ii. Has a prostitute in his room 

iii. Pays Reynaldo to spy on his kid 

1. Deceit in the form of spying 

iv. Wants to make it seem that his son is not such a bad person yet but has fallen 

victim to some of his תאוות 

v. Loves to hear himself talk 

b. Ophelia 

i. Sees Hamlet and thinks he’s absolutely mad and goes to her father (Polonius) 

disheveled 

1. Shows how Hamlet is having an effect on others  

2. Setting and Atmosphere 

a.  

3. Literary Techniques 

a.  

4. Quotes 

a. “By indirections find directions out.” (Polonius) 

i. Through circumlocution, allow him to give you the answers you want 

b. “By heaven, it is as proper to our age to cast beyond ourselves in our opinions as it is 

common for the younger sort To lack discretion. ” (Polonius) 

i. We should overcome our prejudices 

 

Act 2 Scene 2 

1. Character and Characterization 

a. Gertrude 

i. Assumes Hamlet’s distress stems from Elder Hamlet’s death and the hasty 

wedding 

b. Polonius 

i. Tells Claudius 

ii. Believes that Hamlet is lovesick 

1. Actually considered a real illness in those days 

iii. Repeats himself because he likes to hear his voice 

c. Rosencrantz and Guildenstern 

i. Friends of the king who have come to Elsinore on the king’s behalf 
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ii. Rosencrantz mock children’s plays 

d. Hamlet 

i. Going crazy in stages 

ii. Philosopher- instead of bluntly saying that the person who sent you killed my 

father so get out of my face, he’s trying to describe to them how he feels (then 

he unleashes himself on them) 

iii. Second Soliloquy: 
1. Amazed that the actor can have so much emotion in his play, whereas 

Hamlet himself doesn’t feel nearly as much emotion for the situation 

he’s in 

2. Calls himself names and wonders why he can’t take action despite all 

of his good reasons to 

3. Plans to have actors play out a murder scene similar to his father’s to 

see Claudius’s reaction 

4. Throughout the Soliloquy his mind has moved from thinking that he’s 

worthless, then to how much he hates his uncle, then he goes back to 

how he despairs that so far all he used is words, and then he ends the 

soliloquy with a plan to assure that his uncle killed his father 

2. Setting and Atmosphere 

a.  

3. Literary Techniques 

a. Double entendre 

i. “Conception”- procreation and thought 

4. Quotes 

a. “Fishmonger” (Hamlet) 

i. Pimp 

b. “Let her not walk i' th' sun. Conception is a blessing, but, as your daughter may 

conceive—friend, look to ’t.” (Hamlet) 

i. Double Entendre behind “conceive” 

c. “Words, words, words.” (Hamlet) 

i. Words are empty. We can try to use them, but they don’t necessarily express 

what we want them to express. Shakespeare was advanced for his times in 

describing this. 

d. “You cannot, sir, take from me any thing that I will more willingly part withal—except 

my life, except my life, except my life. ” (Hamlet) 

i. Alluding to the fact that Polonius had killed his father (so he might as well kill 

him) 

e. “There is nothing either good or bad, but thinking makes it so. To me it is a prison. ” 

i. Perspective is what shapes people’s experiences  

f. “What a piece of work is a man! How noble in reason, how infinite in faculty! In form 

and moving how express and admirable! In action how like an angel, in apprehension 

how like a god! The beauty of the world. The paragon of animals. And yet, to me, what 

is this quintessence of dust? ” (Hamlet) 
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i. Man is the greatest creature upon earth. Men are like gods in the way they 

can understand and angelic in the way act. Nevertheless, man is just dust.  

g. “The less they deserve, the more merit is in your bounty” (Hamlet) 

i. Take care of them better than what they deserve because then what you’re 

doing is more meritorious  

h. “The play’s the thing, Wherein I’ll catch the conscience of the king.” (Hamlet’s second 

soliloquy) 

i. Ends the scene with a rhyming couplet 

ii. Wants to determine whether his uncle is guilty based on his reaction to the 

play 

Act 3 Scene 1 

1. Character and Characterization 

a. Hamlet 

i. “To, be or not to be” 

1. Meaning “To live, or to commit suicide” 

2. Speech follows on the heel of his plan  

3. Meditation on how to bear pain in life- is it worth living for? 

4. Expresses how the only way to deal with hardships in life is to fight 

them 

5. He knows, however, that if he takes arms against his uncle he would 

die 

a. And “consummation” with death ends the pain 

ii. “To die, to sleep” 

1. Comparison between sleep and death 

2. “What dreams may come when we have shuffled off this mortal coil”- 

we have to consider if we want that change (from alive to dead) 

3. Repeat of “To die to sleep” 

a. Shows he hasn’t come up with a conclusion 

iii. “The thousand natural shocks that flesh is heir to” 

iv. “The insolence of office” refers to Claudius 

v. Compares death to an undiscovered country, to which no one who has gone 

has returned 

vi. “And makes us rather bear those ills we have than fly to others that we know 

not of?” 

1. We’d rather deal with the pain we know than move to unknown 

ground (domestic abuse example) 

b. Gertrude 

i. Is established in this scene to like how Ophelia has an influence on Hamlet 

c. Claudius 

i. Expressed guilt for killing his brother 

2. Setting and Atmosphere 

a.  

3. Literary Techniques 
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a. Metaphors 

i. “Slings and arrows of outrageous fortune” (Hamlet-”To be or not to be”) 

1. All the hardships of life 

ii.  

4. Quotes 

a.  

 

Act 3 Scene 2 

1. Background 

a. Opens with Hamlet giving advice to the actors 

i. “Act natural” 

1. Reflects Shakespeare’s opinion on acting 

2. Character and Characterization 

a. Hamlet 

b. Horatio 

i. Hamlet admires him for not being a slave of his emotions nor his intelligence, 

rather they “co-mingle” perfectly 

ii. Is trusted by Hamlet to observe Claudius and take notes on his behavior 

(which they will then compare) 

2. Setting and Atmosphere 

a.  

3. Literary Techniques 

a. Pun 

i. “I did enact Julius Caesar. I was killed i' th' Capitol. Brutus killed me.” 

(Polonius) “It was a brute part of him to kill so capital a calf there.—Be the 

players ready?” (Hamlet) 

1. “Brutus” and “Brute” 

4. Quotes 

a. “For anything so overdone is from the purpose of playing, whose end, both at the first 

and now, was and is to hold, as ’twere, the mirror up to nature, to show virtue her 

own feature, scorn her own image, and the very age and body of the time his form 

and pressure.” (Hamlet) 

 

Act 3 Scene 3 

1. Character and Characterization 

a. Claudius 

i. Goes in a confession booth and speaks his heart about how he feels for 

murdering his brother 

1. Can I be pardoned but still retain that which I got from the sin? 

(queen, kingship, money etc..)ahamfriend 

2. Hamlet is on the other side of the confession booth and almost kills 

him but doesn’t because then the revenge isn’t pure because if he 

would kill him now Claudius would go to heaven 
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2. Setting and Atmosphere 

a.  

3. Literary Techniques 

a.  

4. Quotes 

a. “I will speak daggers to her but use none.” (Hamlet) 

Act 3 Scene 4 

1. Character and Characterization 

a. Hamlet 

i. Killed Polonius because he thought it was Claudius 

ii. Sees his father’s ghost but it isn’t visible to anyone else this time 

1. Additionally, this time the ghost isn’t dressed as a soldier rather a 

regular person 

2. The first time the ghost appears it’s to inform Hamlet of what he 

should do, this time it’s to get Hamlet back on track to the real mission 

b. Gertrude 

2. Setting and Atmosphere 

a.  

3. Literary Techniques 

a.  

4. Quotes 

 

Act 4 Scene 1-3 

1. Character and Characterization 

a. Gertrude 

i. Doesn’t believe Hamlet’s claims; think’s he’s crazy 

b. Claudius 

i. Expresses how he can’t kill Hamlet because people love him 

2. Setting and Atmosphere 

a.  

3. Literary Techniques 

a.  

4. Quotes 

a. “Mad as the sea and wind when both contend which is the mightier.” (Gertrude 

referring to Hamlet) 

b. “My soul is full of discord and dismay.” 

i. Verbal Irony 

1. Think he’s referring to Hamlet’s madness but really he’s referring to 

his own murder 

 

Act 4 Scene 4 

1. Character and Characterization 

a. Hamlet v. Laretes 
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i. Laertes sets out immediately to get revenge for his father’s death and doesn’t 

ponder the matter like Hamlet 

2. Setting and Atmosphere 

a.  

3. Literary Techniques 

a.  

4. Quotes 

a.  

b. “Why yet I live to say “This thing’s to do,” Sith I have cause and will and strength and 

means To do ’t.” (Hamlet) 

i. Cause 

1. Murder of father 

ii. Will 

1. Not in sync with the other 3 aspects 

iii. Strength 

1. He has the necessary strength 

iv. Means 

1. He has what he needs to be able to do it 

c. “How all occasions do inform against me… My thoughts be bloody, or be nothing 

worth!” (Hamlet) 

i. It’s just an important soliloquy. Pretty powerful stuff. 

 

Act 4 Scene 5 

1. Character and Characterization 

2. Setting and Atmosphere 

3. Literary Techniques 

4. Quotes 

 

Act 4 Scene 6 

1. Character and Characterization 

2. Setting and Atmosphere 

3. Literary Techniques 

4. Quotes 

 

Act 4 Scene 7 

1. Character and Characterization 

2. Setting and Atmosphere 

3. Literary Techniques 

4. Quotes 

 

Act 5 Scene 1 

1. Character and Characterization 

a. Hamlet 
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i. Shown to be impulsive, doesn’t realize that Laertes is mad at him for killing his 

father 

2. Setting and Atmosphere 

3. Literary Techniques 

4. Quotes 

a. “There’s a divinity that shapes our ends, Rough-hew them how we will” 

i. G-d guides us in the right direction, but we mess it up 

 

Act 5 Scene 2 

1. Character and Characterization 

a. Hamlet 

i. Feels sorry for losing it with Laertes 

ii. Expresses how everything is up to G-d so there’s no reason to face life head on 

2. Setting and Atmosphere 

3. Literary Techniques 

4. Quotes 

 

Tying it All Together 
 

Writing 

● Hamlet transforms over the course of the play 

● Fortinbras story is parallel with Hamlet’s 

 

Symbol 
● Ghost of Hamlet 

○ Impact of the dead on the living 

● Poison 

○ Just like a drop of poison can spread throughout whole body, so too a relatively small 

action can have unforeseen consequences 

○ Treachery/deception 

● Yorick’s skull 
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Subjects 

1. Betrayal 

2. Honor 

3. Criminality 

4. Rationalization 

5. Family 

6. Suffering 

7. Guilt 

8. Indecisiveness/Words vs. Action 

a. Hamlet v. Fortinbras 

9. Deceit 

a. Used to uncover truth but at the same time it can destroy people 

10. Futility 

a. In the end, everyone dies 

11. Mortality 

12. Revenge 

a. Obsession over revenge and how it ends poorly 

13. Madness 

14. Appearance v. Reality 

15. Lust 

16. Suicide 

17. Women (and their roles) 

18. Desire for Power/Politics 

a. Claudius 

b. Fortinbras 

19. Loyalty 

20. Sexuality/Gender 

21. Afterlife 

22. Redemption 

23. Action & Inaction 

24. Relationships 

a. Father/Son 

i. Hamlet and his father 

ii. Fortinbras and his father 

25. Mystery 

a. Ghost 

i. Identity 
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ii. Why he appears 

26. Mankind 

27. Supernaturalism 

a. Ghost of Hamlet 

28. Religion 

29. Regret 

a. Claudius 

b. Laertes 

30. Performance/Art & Theater 

31. Will 

 

Setting 

1.  

 

Major Characters 

1. Hamlet 

a. Dressed in black 

2. Claudius 

Minor Characters 

1. Rosencrantz and Guildenstern (considered one entity) 

a. Betrayal, Deceit 

i. Spy on Hamlet 

2. Gertude, Ophelia-major pawns 

3. Polonius-big talker, gets him killed 

Structure 

1. Five acts 

Literary Devices 

1. Soliloquies 

a.  

2. Symbols 

a. Poison 

b. Skull 

c. Clothing 

d. Hamlet’s ghost 

3. Imagery/Diction 

a. Repetition 

b. Vivid imagery 

i. “Unweeded garden” 

ii. “Incestuous sheets” 

iii. “Get thee to a nunnery” 

Key Quotes 

1.  

Thematic Concerns 
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1.  
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